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Donr iia. Appsell, 

I write you after ope* king to Prof# David Vrone, v/lio whon phoning me for something 
else, wontioneiljihis conversations with you (pi)# I'd heard about your planned JF1Z ass- 
assination special from a number of others, including Jim Lesor. I hope that you will 
cone to understand that I write not to press a point of view on you (again pi) but in 
the interest of your collective responsibjt ity and journalistic integrity. 



is most subversive of possible crimes in a society such as ours# hy own work has not 
been the pursuit of any whodunit# I've made an in-d^pth study of the woridlngs of the 
basic institutions of our society in those tines of great crisis and since. I believe 
and uy seven books spell out tlout all these institutions failed us then and since. Of 
course TV is an essential elemont of the press and the press is one of the most basic 
of thisfjf ailed inalitutnons# 

I believe also tJjat l'DIa made we surrqgl&to for the people# I practise this, 
regardless of whether or not I a^ee with those who want access to the information I 
have, host I do not agree with and they nonetheless have unrestricted access. Some I 
go out of my way to help, and tills can ariiount^c^nside^ft^le amounts flf time for wliich I 
do not ask to be paid and almost never am# If you doubt tfois, .'hone Henry HurJ;, whose 
book you ought bo familiar with if you have undertaken what I'm told you have# His 
phones are IXH/4J2-1206, 1400. lie is a roving editor of Headers Digest# And many others. 
Unless tliey w:mt to discuss it with mo, I don't even know what people copy from my files. 
(I'm 79, with impaired health and mobility.) Tony Summers, for example, can attest to 
tills, as can his assistants# (li>919 Itnvensvood Dr., i^ajnassns, Va. 22111.) He is here 
working on a biograpliy of J# Edgar hoover# 

So, what you say, what you preconceive, is entirely your own affair and it is not 

mine# 

Jim Le:i u .r, my I’ixcnd and lawyer in many POIA lawsuits, told we that Hichter told 
liim lie is interested in the scientific evidence. J tn told B 0 b to speak to me ajid Bob 
said lie would not. lie asked Jim how he could get a copy of uy Post liorten and Jim told 
him from me. Bob again said he uouldn t. I have no idea why Richter has this attitude 
.-nd I don't really care. When I find just driving into town to get a new ribbon too 
much for me now in tills kLil of weatlier I'm not looking for any extra work or any 
arguments at all# 




believe that the assassination of 




isidont 



flow ‘ver f as Jim aloo knows, having boon ny counsel, I've spent an enormous 
amount of tine and gotten a considerable amount of material relating to the scientific 
evidence, fifteen years at least in court with DJ and FBI and tliousands and thousands 
of pages of court records, depositions, etc# This includes material never before seen 
a*Jd oliiost entirely unlaiown# 

Guo aspect of this relate to Hr. Vincent Guinn# I understand Hichter spoke to 
Vd... and I'm familiar with his HSCA testimony. In fact, I planted a question a reporter 
friend asl:ed Guinn and I encapsi^lte : Guinn found that none of the specimens he tested 
without any question about thorn match their official descriptions. Ho can't and the FBI 
con*t and nobody in the world can validate the specimens he tested# There is wliat relates 
to tlds in these lawsuits# Tiiero is also, in fact, what can be interpreted as raising 
substantial questions about then and any testing based on them# (The FBI saw to it 
t.iat Guinn was frozen out of its NAA testing, which was designedly incomplete, but I 
10 have that it disclosed and wliat I think is more useful, wliat then AEC disclosed#) 

There is nothing in the world to keep you from using footage of Guinn before 
liBCu or your own cameras and there is notliing to keep ypu from converting Nova and 
th public stations that air it into propagandists for errant government# And, of 
course, thore is notliing that can compel you to at least tiy to be responsible and 
honest with your stations and audience or to ask questions about whether your intetf&ity 
is involved in what you appear to have decided upon, tfone hell or high water# And this 
is merely one small aspect# 

I've heal’d also tliat Bob i 3 real hot on Dave Lifton's second— casket theozy. It 
can be made attractive and Idfton did that but it remains entirely untenable# it also 
was a complete physical impossibility for an ambulance or anyone ot anything else to 
use the Navy Hospital back gate# And this is far from all of v;hat invalidates his theory# 
There was never any question about the so— called second helicopter 5 it held the Fort 
kyer )iouor guard and took ±t to Bethescia# As Lift on knew# Just a f ew of the^i many 
disproofs and an example of how attractive misinformation can be. As your own can be# 

If that is wliat you want to air, wliat you think WGBH and the stations and their audiences 
want and expect of you# 

-‘•liis is un enormous and very complicated matter, made more complicated by omni- 
present find detennined official dishonest and this lias been made even more intricate 
uy much irresponsible anil ego-tripping writing. There hasn't been much enterprise by 
and as ^ob ought remember, TV also suppressed wliat did not support the official myth- 
ology. How ver, you are going to be in competition with a number if mostly unwortliy 
specials# Tiiero are two exceptions, two that I believe "ill be good# ^nd if you want to 
mno./ijL whether there is now scientific evidence that is well-suited to TV, ask Nigel 
Turner of ^>ritihs I TV, I have no address for liim# I've gifcfen it to him with a related 






and exclusive witness with all the required credentials, 

I linve no idea why ^ok has tl&3 .attitude. To the best of my recollection, we mot 
only a couple of times* I reiaeub r drivijig him and a New York Tines reporter to their 
Offices from the Arc! lives one night and I remember that he came to see me when we 
lived at dy a ttstown and he was working on a CBS special* If he was then still at CBS 
he iaay romomber also tliat I refused to be on their King assassination special even 
though I'd spent a considerable amount of unpaid time helping a number of them. They 
presented me with a conflict of interests and I don't care about personal attention. 

I can imagine, of course, that lie believes what others may liave told him. That also 
is his affair and not mine* 

IjXe not been able to drive out of Frederick for more than a decade mid because 

we live on Social Security I don't often make toll calls. So, if I think t/)af what you 

£ 

air is irresponsible or dishonest I won't be taking any initiaveo. Iloijver, there is 
going to be a flocL of coi.uaercialization of this great tragedy. It is not unlikely 
tliat reporters will be phoning me os tho anniversary comes closer and word gets out 
cf what is being prepared. Perhaps this is more likely when thejsee the shows before 
airing. If the pact is a reliable guide, the more any allow questions the official 
story the more critical interest tliere i 3 . Tliere m*ty bo none at all and I've not made 
any effort to stimulate any interoat. Some of w!:at is in the works is so nutty that 
they may trigger 3one interest. A British gang of rock promoters claims to have a tape 
of the six shots fired and other tilings no loss outrageously impossible and one in 
this country is gung ho! for the CIANs kickback theory. 

For whatever my opinion is worth, I don't think any of you know enough, if you 
want decent, honorable, responsible journalism, to do the show I understand y&u are 
working on and I haven't heard a word about your testing of any of your sources to 
try and determine whether they ore dependable or can be faulted. \/hen I have more than 
a quarter a million pages I got under FOX* and everybody lias unsupervised access to 
it and you don t wanT access to any of it, together with what I've only indicated above, 

rs 

1 tliihk that you nay well evolve an attractive show tliat in tine you will not be 
proud of. And if that is wliqt you want to do, given the reputation you and Nova have 
earned, on a subgct so important to the country and our system, there is nothing at 
all to 3top you. It may be that all I'll do is annotate it for history and the annotation 
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will bo avai^blo for 3cliolars of the future in tho public archive all of my records will 

. it 

be htei I die.T^ey will be ah archive at local rood College. 
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Harold Weisbor g 



